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INTRODUCTION



This Design and Access Statement supports a planning 
application submitted to Dorset Council [as the “Local 
Planning Authority”] by Pegasus Group on behalf 
of Voltalia UK Limited [“the applicant”]. Planning 
permission is sought for the installation of a renewable 
energy scheme on land at Higher Stockbridge Farm, 
Longburton, Sherbourne, DT9 6EP.

The main element of the proposal is the installation of a ground 
mounted photovoltaics and associated infrastructure with a 
maximum export capacity of 35MW laid out across various field 
enclosures at Higher Stockbridge Farm.

This Design and Access statement should be read in conjunction 
with the accompanying Planning Statement which sets out the 
planning policy context relating to the design and access issues of 
the application proposal. Notwithstanding the above, this design 
and access statement is designed to be read as a standalone 
document if required.

This document has been prepared in line with Section 4(3) of 
the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 
Procedure) (England) (Amendments) Order 2013, which sets 
out the requirements regarding the contents of a Design and 
Access Statement.

The overarching objectives of the development proposal are to 
meet the objectives of climate change, energy security and farm 
diversification for the benefit of the landowner. The landowner 
does not have the expertise in renewable energy development and 
as such formed a partnership with Voltalia UK Limited in order to 
progress the proposals.
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SITE ASSESSMENT



Centred at OS grid reference ST6315 1072, the 
development site comprises a collection of agricultural 
fields at Higher Stockbridge Farm, Longburton, DT9 6EP. 
The site lies in an area of gently undulating landscape, 
which rises from an unnamed watercourse on the 
northern boundary to the southern boundary which is 
formed by Bailey Ridge Lane. The surrounding landform 
rises gently to the east and southeast and more sharply 
to the north and northwest to form the Knighton and 
Leweston ridgelines.

The site is located approximately 3 miles to the south of Sherborne 
and 5 miles to the south east of Yeovil. The village of Lillington is 
located approximately 1.4km to the north of the site with Leigh 
(1.4km to the north) and Longburton (1.7km to the northwest) also 
close by, and the wider landscape is almost exclusively rural with 
small villages, hamlets and isolated farmsteads peppered through 
the area. The closest properties to the site are: Lower Farm 600m 
to the north, Lower Stockbridge Farm and Drove Farm 300m and 
310m to the east, respectively; Holmbushes Farm adjacent to the 
south-eastern edge of the development site; Willen Farm (130m 
to the southeast); Higher Bailey Ridge Farm, bungalows and 
cottages (120m to the south); Lower Bailey Ridge Farm (100m to 
the south); Whitfield Farm (820m to the west); and Higher Farm 
and houses along Higher Street, Lillington (1.4km to 1.75km to the 
north-northwest).
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Hydrological Considerations

The Government Flood Advice Map shows the site is 
entirely within Flood Zone 1, the area least at risk from 
flood events.

According to the British Geological Survey viewer, the centre and 
southwest of the site has superficial deposits of clay, silt sand 
and gravel and the bedrock for the whole site is Mudstone and 
Sandstone. The soil is recorded by the Cranfield University Landis 
Soil Viewer as loamy and clayey with slightly impeded drainage.
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Designations

There are no sensitive sites as defined by the EIA 
Regulations located within or immediately adjacent to 
the main site. The nearest designations surrounding 
the site include the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty located approximately 3.3km to the south of the 
site; and Holnest Site of Special Scientific Interest and 
Special Conservation Area located approximately 2.7km 
to the east of the site.

In terms of the natural environment there are various Sites of 
Nature Conservation Interests (SNCI) in the vicinity of the site 
include Leweston Wood, located approximately 240m to the north 
of the site; Dyke Head plantation, located approximately 715m to 
the northeast of the site; Bailey Ridge Wood located approximately 
510m to the south of the site; and, Whitfield Woods, located 240m 
to the west of the site. There are also two of ancient woodlands 
near; Leweston Wood located approximately 240m to the north of 
the site and Middle Wood / East Wood located approximately 150m 
to the west of the site.

Nearby historic assets include a scheduled monument ‘fishponds’ 
located approximately 1.2km to the north of the site and various 
listed buildings including; Church of St Martins, located 1.2km 
to the north of the site; Chapel of Holy Trinity (Grade 1 listed) 
approximately 995m to the north of the site; Lower Stockbridge 
Farmhouse (grade II) located approximately 185m to the north east 
of the site; and Barn at Lower Stockbridge Farm (Grade II* listed) 
located approximately 225m to the north east of the site.
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DESIGN 
PARAMETERS AND 
DESIGN SOLUTION



Planning permission is sought for a renewable led 
energy scheme comprising ground mounted solar arrays 
that will provide renewable and low carbon energy to 
the local electricity grid. It will contribute towards the 
security and quality of electricity supply across the 
transmission system (National Grid).

The Proposed Development and Design 
Principles

The design of the application proposal has been developed primarily 
from five sources; the physical opportunities and constraints the 
site provides; the physical needs of the development itself; the 
policy context which surrounds the development; and the technical 
design comments and advice put forward by the applicant and 
wider consultant team.

DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS

• Appropriate design and siting required to take account of 
established built form and other physical constraints within 
the farmstead which include the overhead electricity cables 
and Public Right of Way;

• Need to ensure visual amenity is not detrimentally affected 
from any nearby residential receptors; and

• Proximity of site to designated heritage assets (located 
opposite the site access).

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

• Proximity to point of grid connection;

• Land take requirement – the site is an appropriate size for the 
development proposal;

• Site does not comprise best and most versatile agricultural 
land;

• Application site is served by appropriate vehicular access;

• The application site itself is not subject to any environmental 
designations;

• Biodiversity gains – The proposal would introduce 
biodiversity enhancement measures which will provide 
significant benefits for a diverse array of native wildlife for a 
35 year period such as invertebrates; small mammals; larger 
mammals; and birds;

• Sunlight intensity levels – the site is well located 
geographically for solar gain and is relatively flat and is free 
of any buildings or landscape features that could cause 
overshadowing; and

• Contribute to the provision of renewables and low carbon 
energy.
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Design Solution

The remainder of this section explains how the proposed 
development addresses the site context and local 
characteristics in respect of its use; amount; layout; scale; 
location; materials and appearance; landscaping; and, 
access. It has been necessary to design the layout around.

Use

As stated elsewhere in this statement, the main element 
of the application proposal constitutes the installation 
of a photovoltaic ground mounted solar modules to 
sustainably deliver an export capacity of 35MW. The 
modules are fixed to a mounting structure in groups 
known as “strings”.
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Layout

In order to maximise the output of the solar park 
throughout the day and year, the strings design will 
be south facing and set at an angle of c. 20 degrees. 
The distance between the arrays would respond to 
topography but would typically be between 3.35 
metres to 6 metres. The top north edges of the panels 
are expected to be around 2.75 metres above ground 
level and the lower edges of the panels would be 
approximately 0.9 metres above ground level. The arrays 
would be static.

A single main substation compound will serve the development 
and this will be required for the duration of the development.

The application proposal would also include a package of 
landscape, ecological and biodiversity benefits that could include 
the installation of bird nesting boxes, bee hives, log piles and other 
hibernacula such as small buried rubble piles suitable for reptile 
species, amphibians and insect life.

Land between and beneath the panels would be used for 
biodiversity enhancements and seasonal sheep grazing.

The arrays would be set within a 2.0m high security fence. The 
distance between the proposed fencing and existing hedges 
would vary across the site and at its minimum distance this would 
be circa 5m.

The security measures that accompany the scheme include CCTV.

Supporting Infrastructure

There will also be electrical connection infrastructure. 
The substation compound would be centrally located 
within the site and to the immediate north of the 132kV 
overhead electricity pylons which traverse the site 
and duly provides the point of connection to the local 
electricity network.

The metal framework that houses the solar modules would be fixed 
into the ground by posts centred c. 6m apart. The posts will be 
driven into the turf to a depth of around 1.5 m. The cables linking 
all the arrays to the inverter / transformers and then the substation 
would be concealed in trenches up to 1m deep. The inverters 
/ transformers and substation will be laid on slab / concrete 
foundations.
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Operational Lifespan

The development would export renewable energy to 
the grid for a minimum of 35 years.

Renewable Energy and Carbon 
Displacement

The solar park would generate clean renewable energy 
for the equivalent of 10,600 homes a year. The anticipated 
CO2 displacement is around 11,600 tonnes per annum.

The proposal would provide a clean, renewable and sustainable 
form of electricity. It would make a valuable contribution to the 
generation of electricity at a local level. The scheme would add to 
the Council’s progress in meeting its renewable energy target. It 
would also assist in meeting national targets.
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Access

All construction vehicles will access the site via the 
existing Stockbridge farm access with the Bailey Ridge 
/ Dyke Head. It is proposed to improve the access with 
some widening of the access radii to provide suitable 
turning for delivery and construction vehicles. There is 
sufficient space and capacity for construction vehicles 
to wait or pass within the site area.

It is also proposed to cut back the adjacent hedgerows to the 
north and south of the access to maintain a visibility splay of at 
least 2.4 x 210m to be achieved to the nearside kerb looking left 
and right out of the access in accordance with the existing national 
speed limit. From the site access it is proposed to route all vehicles 
northwards along Dyke Head to the A352 junction. From here all 
vehicles can access the local highway network and strategic road 
network beyond.

Due to the nature of the site, there is sufficient space to allow the 
construction compound to remain in place throughout the entire 
construction phase. Therefore, there will be no requirement for 
external operation or storage of construction materials, machinery 
or vehicles and as such vehicular operational activity will be 
contained within the site’s boundary.

The solar farm layout will include permanent four metre wide 
access tracks throughout the site allowing for the movement of 
construction and maintenance vehicles.

It is proposed that these access tracks are completed during the 
initial stages of construction, so temporary haul routes are not 
necessary.
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Pedestrian Access

Access to the solar park will be restricted for security 
reasons to prevent theft and vandalism. The application 
proposal will not impact or divert any existing or 
proposed right of way.
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Design Evolution

Over the course of the design process, the project 
team have continuously refined the scheme’s design 
to encompass Dorset Councils and local stakeholders’ 
feedback at numerous junctures. The main alternative 
designs are discussed here.

PRELIMINARY DESIGN A

The inception design ‘Preliminary Design A’ was primarily influenced 
by solar irradiation levels and the physical attributes of the site itself.
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PRELIMINARY DESIGN B 

The inception design was subsequently modified by the applicant 
and this directly responded to observations made by the local 
residents at the community exhibitions held on 27th and 28th July 
2018. Namely, a number of panels were removed from a number 
of fields, within in their entirety or in part, within the southern 
quadrant of the development site. The inception layout is shown 
below for ref.
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FINAL DESIGN

For the final submission the applicant was able to further modify 
the layout by removing an additional modules located within the 
field closest to Holmbushes Farm.
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CRIME IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT



This section of the DAS deals with the issue of crime. The 
Crime Impact Assessment process involves identifying, 
evaluating and mitigating the crime and disorder effects 
of a development proposal early in the design process. 
The goal is to reduce the developments vulnerability 
to crime by taking into account the analysis of the 
development context and the crime issues in the area.

The www.police.uk website provides data on street-level crime 
and anti-social behaviour. Within a 500m radius of the application 
site, 10no. incidents were recorded between February 2018 and 
January 2019 in this part of the Sherbourne Rural Neighbourhood 
Area. 7no. incidents related to theft and burglary and appear to 
relate to the same/similar incidents that have been resolved locally 
without charges being brought to the offender. No crime has been 
recorded within the demise of the application site.

General Risk Assessment

The typical security issues for a development of this nature are:

1. Acts of criminal damage during the construction period;

2. Theft of components during the construction phase;

3. Criminal damage during operational phase;

4. Theft of components during the operational phase; and

5. Theft of components during site restoration.

Construction Site Risk Assessment

A secure temporary compound will be used to store materials 
and ancillary welfare facilities during the construction period. The 
build out is quick thus reducing the risk for acts of criminal damage 
during the construction period. A night watchman may also be 
detailed to the construction compound.
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Design, layout and security 
requirements

Taking into account the low level of recorded crime for the locality, 
the following security measures are considered to be appropriate 
to combat potential criminal activity and unauthorised access into 
the arrays:

• A 2.0 m high stock fence will encompass the entire gated 
development site;

• Cameras with external perimeter intruder detection (PID) may 
be fitted on top of extended poles along the development’s 
permitted perimeter fencing. Pole mounted cameras will be 
positioned at intervals along the stock fence.

Fence Detai ls
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Fence Detai ls Security  System Pole Layout
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CONSTRUCTION 
PHASE



During the construction phase, one main construction 
compound will serve the proposed development and 
this will be located off the main site entrance, thus 
reducing the distance delivery vehicles will need to 
travel after reaching the site’s entrance. Construction 
phase is expected to take around 26 weeks. Construction 
activities will be carried out Monday to Friday 0800-1700 
and between 0800 and 1330 on Saturdays.

Around 530 deliveries (1060 two-way movements) could be made 
by HGVs associated with the construction of the solar farm, at an 
average of around 4 deliveries, or 8 two-way movements per day.

The construction compound will likely include:

• Temporary portable buildings to be used for offices, welfare 
and toilet facilities;

• Containerised storage areas;

• Parking for construction vehicles and workers vehicles;

• Temporary hardstanding; and

• Temporary gated compound.

If ground conditions dictate, wheel washing facilities will be 
provided at the contractor’s compound. This will ensure no mud 
or loose material is transferred onto the local highway network 
and a road sweeper will be deployed by the applicant, should this 
become necessary.

Wheel wash facilities will be provided in the form of a portable 
automated high pressure washer with motion sensors to conserve 
water. All construction vehicles will therefore have to exit through 
the wheel wash area and as such will reduce the spread of mud and 
dirt onto the local highway network.
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CONCLUSION



The Design and Access issues of the proposed Solar Park have been assessed. It is 
considered that due to the benign appearance of the scheme together with its rural 
location, that the development proposals will not have an unacceptable adverse effect 
on the visual or amenity value of the local or the wider countryside.

The renewable led energy scheme is compliant with planning policy and would not have an adverse 
effect on the landscape character or residential amenity. The site has been carefully selected and is 
afforded with natural screening, which coupled with its low profile of the solar panels, results in only 
limited, distant views of the site being possible.

Overall, the development proposal therefore meets the requirements of the NPPF’s presumption 
in favour of sustainable development and is compliant with all relevant policies of the adopted 
Development Plan. On that basis it is considered that planning permission should be granted, subject 
to the imposition of any necessary planning conditions.
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